CONGRESSI ONAL- LEG SLATI VE- TAX- TRANSPORTATI ON- RI SK
MANAGEMENT COWM TTEE

SUBSECTI ONS
C=Congr essi onal (US)
L=Legi sl ative (I1D)
T=Tax (1D
Trans=Transportati on
Rvgnt =Ri sk Managenent

CONGRESS| ONAL

Congressional Policy Statenent
The Idaho Grain Producers Association supports

« Section 179 of the I RS Code dealing with accel erated Depreciation at
current | evels,

e areduction in Capital Gains taxes for |ong-held properties,

* the deferment of capital gains taxes when profits are placed in a
qualified retirenment plan,

e the development of a Farm and R sk Managenent Account (FARRM,

o exenpting the first three mllion dollars of estate tax for famly
farnms and busi nesses,

e the re-licensing of all power generating dans in the northwest,

e planting flexibility currently included in the farmbill and with
fair and open trade,

e disaster assistance on an “as needed” basis,

* | and exchange between private, state and federal entities on a site
speci fic basis,

» keeping fair market exchange of foreign grain without the use of
artificial barriers,

e all levels of government to use sound scientific data when naki ng
public health and environnmental decisions that could al so affect
crop viability,

* legal action to enforce existing US |aws prohibiting the inportation
of food products on which chem cals are used that are not registered
in the US,

=« FarmCredit’s Horizons Program

The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ation opposes
* major reductions in USDA farm paynent |imtations.

Resolution No. C1 - Investnment Tax Credit

The Idaho Grain Producers Association will urge the National Association
of Weat Gowers and the National Barley Gowers Association to help
expedite legislation in which Investnment Tax Credit wll be reinstated.

The Idaho Grain Producers Association will work to naintain the |Investnent
Tax Credit in |daho.
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Resol ution No. C-2 — Aberdeen ARS — Barl ey Research

The Idaho Gain Producers Association supports enhanced funding for
federal barley research at the USDA/ARS Small Grains Research Program in
Aber deen, | daho.

Resol uti on No. C-3 — Guest Wrkers

The ldaho Gain Producers Association supports a workable Guest Wbrker
Program that secures the borders of the United States and provides a
| egal , affordable, and stable workforce for agriculture.

Resol ution No. C4 — Recently Purchased Land
The Ildaho Gain Producers Association supports maintaining recently
purchased state and county lands on the county tax roles or when receiving
payrment in lieu of taxes.

Supporting Statenent
County’s positioned within Indian Reservations need to keep a constant tax
base when private |ands are acquired by the tri be.

Resol ution No. C5 — 2007 Farm Bi | |
The Idaho Grain Producers Association will support the farmbill proposals
of the national small grains organization (NAW5 and NBGA) .

LEG SLATI VE

Legi sl ative Policy Statenent
The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ation supports

e using burning as a tool in crop production and will oppose any
| egislation that prevents farners from burning crop residue,

e bringing together all groups that use burning as a managenent t ool
« all warehouses being under a state |icensing program

e changes in lIdaho's trespass |aw that woul d gi ve the | andowner better
protection while putting a bigger burden of proof on the violator,

e tax credits for farm and preservati on.

The Idaho Grain Producers Association will work
e to protect farners fromlegal actions brought against them based on
snmoke, dust, and other environnental trespass issues,
 with the Idaho Cattl e Associ ation and other groups to resol ve issues
with the open range |aw.

The Idaho Grain Producers Association will be
e actively engaged in legislative action regarding all water issues in
the state.

The Idaho Grai n Producers Associ ati on opposes

* newlien laws or changes to current law that are detrinental to
grai n producers.
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Resolution No. L-1 — Voluntary Agriculture Burning & Snoke Managenent
The Idaho Grai n Producers Associ ation encourages the Director of the
Departnent of Agriculture to continue an effective voluntary agriculture
burni ng and snoke nmanagenent program throughout southern ldaho. If the
vol unt ary managenent program proves ineffective in the future, IGPA will
work with the Director to develop and inplenment a mandatory system

Resolution No. L-2 — Legal Protection for Farnmers

The Idaho Grain Producers Association supports |legislation that would
require reinbursement of defense expenses to agricultural producers who
prevail in any action, claim or counter action alleging that the
agricultural activities are causing harm

Resol ution No L-3 — Movi ng Depredati on Fund to | DQOA

The Ildaho Grain Producers Association seek |egislation and regulations
that assign the admnistration of the Big Gane Depredation Fund to the
I daho State Departnent of Agriculture, with the remmining balance each
year in the fund going back to the ldaho Fish and Game Departnent as
provided in the |Idaho Code 36-115.

Resolution No L-4 — Aninmal Damage Paynments on Tribal Lands

The ldaho Gain Producers Association will support changes in Fish and
Ganme rules that will allow for aninal damage paynents to be nmade from the
Fi sh and Game Depredation account to farner | easeholders of Tribal Lands.

Resolution No. L-5 — Aquifer
The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ation supports aqui fer recharge.

Resolution No. L-6 — Water Allocation
The ldaho Grain Producers Association supports a solution to the water
all ocation problemw thin the state of Idaho.

Supporting Statenent
| GPA believes all punpers who are properly licensed by |Idaho Departnent of
Water Resources are part of a class and supports state funded nmitigation
for those inpacted by the water calls.

Resolution No. L-7 — Idaho Quality Assurance Lab
The Idaho Grain Producers Association supports the full base funding of
the Idaho Quality Assurance Lab (Twin Falls) fromthe Idaho State
Depart nent of Agriculture.

Supporting Statenent
As this lab is needed to keep our agricultural products safe to consuners
and as the work | oad varies greatly fromyear to year, the base salary and
base operational costs should be fully funded from general fund through
the Idaho State Departnment of AG of which it is based. This lab has the
hi ghest “GLP” (Good Laboratory Practices) rating available. The
requirements of audits, licenses, and paper trails nmake their results
eligible as evidence in courts of |aw
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TAXES

Tax Policy Statenent
The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ation supports

e the research efforts of the University of I|daho Col | ege of
Agriculture and encourages the lIdaho | egislature to adequately
fund the Col |l ege of Agriculture,

e atwo-thirds mpjority to be retained as a requirenent to pass a
bond | evy,

e relieving the burden of property taxes on Idaho farmers,

* the encouragenent of the Idaho Wheat Conmission to fund the
updating of the U of | property tax study.

The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ati on opposes
e changes to the production exenption as it now stands,

 changi ng the homeowner’s exenption | aw that adversely affects
grai n producers.

TRANSPORTATI ON

Transportation Policy Statenent
The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ation supports
* rmaintaining the Snake & Col unbia River transportation system and
facilities,
* deepening and wi dening the | ower Col unbia River Channel and Water
Resour ces Devel opnent Act (WRDA)

e elimnating bulk grain exports fromcargo preference policy
requi renents,

e uniformtruck regulation for the United States, Canada and Mexi co,

« anending |daho truck weight laws to the maxi num federal Formula B
t heref ore providing uniform maxi num gross vehicle wei ghts anong
west ern states,

* a single tier weight distance tax.

The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ati on opposes

« any highway fuel tax or increase in vehicle registration in a fair
and equitabl e way including all vehicles,

* the CANAMEX corridor until the federal governnment elimnates the
current wei ght disadvantage to |daho carriers.

Resol ution No. Trans-1 - Railroad Access

The Idaho Gain Producers Association (I1GPA) wll support federal
| egi slation that provides increased conpetition on U S. railroads. Such
legislation will serve to provide rail-to-rail conpetition for Idaho's

captive rail custoners.

Supporting Statenent
The 1 GPA recogni zed the efforts by the Alliance for Rail Conpetition that
have devel oped | egislation to provide conpetitive, increased, and enhanced
conpetition for captive rail shippers. Such increased access is
inportant, given the <current merger climate that results in fewer
railroads in the United States.
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Resol ution No. Trans-2 — Heavy Haul er Tax
The l1daho Grain Producers Association supports increasing the 7500-mle
cap on m | eage for the federal heavy haul er tax.

Resol ution No. Trans-3 — Elimnation of Triple Trailers for |ncreased
Truck Weights

The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ation supports |egislation outlaw ng
triple trailers in Idaho for |egislation anmending |daho truck wei ght |aws
to the maxi num federal Fornmula B, therefore providing uniform maxi num
gross vehicl e wei ghts anong western st ates.

Resol ution No. Trans-4 - Reciprocity Agreenents

The Idaho Grain Producers Association supports additional reciprocity
coverage of farmer carriers delivering their own products across state
lines.

Resol ution No. Trans-5 — Uniform Truck Weights
The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ation supports rescinding the freeze on
interstate highway truck wei ghts.

Resol uti on No. Trans-7 — Fuel Tax Collection

The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ation supports the exenption of tax on
dyed fuel if the point of fuel tax collection is changed to the *first
poi nt of delivery.

Rl SK MANAGEMENT

Ri sk Managenent Policy Statenent
The Idaho Grain Producers Associ ation supports
e the continuation and inprovenents of federal risk managenent
prograns, including crop insurance,
« funding for producers risk nmanagenent educati on,

* risk managenent prograns that are available to all growers in |daho
on an equitabl e basis.

Resol ution No. Rmgmt 1 — Ani nal Damage and APH
The Idaho Grain Producers Association will work to affect changes in RVA
policy that will include ani mal damage when reporting to RVA for APH

Resol ution No. Rmgm 2 — Crop Insurance by d ass

The Idaho Grain Producers Association will work with the USDA Ri sk
Managenent Agency to have all wheat insurable by class in the Multi Peri
I nsurance Program

Resol uti on No. Rmgm 3 - Pack Factor

The Idaho G ain Producers Association will work with RVA to consi der
changes to the ‘pack factor’ adjustnents to nore fairly account for farm
stored production at | oss adjustnents.
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